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Yea, J Ihink it ' moet, as Jong a 1 
am in this Tabernacie, to ſtir you 
up, by putting you in Remem- 
brance ; knowing that ſhortly J 
muſt put off this my Tabernacle. 


H E Providence of God, in 
whoſe hand our times are, 
having lately remov'd our 
of this our World an emi- 
nent Servant of Chriſt, who, 
for a Courſe of many Years, filled this 
Pulpit wich very great Acceptance and 
Reputation; tis highly fit that ſuch an 
awful Diſpenſation ſhould be laid to Heart 
wich great Seriouſneſs; and that ſolemn 
Notice ſhould be taken of it in this man- 
ner, to render its Impreſſion the deeper, 
and more abiding, 


DEATH is awful and affecting 
wherever it is 9 Unleſs a Man 
be 


4 A FUNERAL SERMON on the 
be an utter ſtranger to ſerious 2 


and Reflections, the. moſt, common a 
e of it will hardly 7 A 
having eme effect upon his Spir 
Jut, when es of 22 Cha ers 
and Station®; Men that are called to the 
Service of God. in the Goſpel of his Stn, ; 
and admiryhly qualified for that Service; A 
Men chat ate, in a ſpecial manner, the 4 
Lig bt. of. the World, both in their publick 4 
Min! it and in their Lives and Conver- f 
1 an, (When Perſons thus circumſtanced C 
die Av I ſay) are "taken away by 1 
Death, the Stroke is, in ſuch Caſes, the 
more emphatically awful, the Providence 


more c leap and pſocting.- 6 * 


1 WII EN 1 firſt en aged myſelf "M the 
Service of this Day, Farie did I think I 
was to diſeourſe to you on ſo mournful an 
Occaſion. | But thus it hath pleaſed: God, 
in the Courſe of his ſovereign Providence, 
to direct, that what I intended as an Aſ- 
ſiſtance to ny worthy. Friend in his Inabili- 
ty for publick Service, ould be changed 


into bis Funeral Sermon. bots 9 


+ 


A N. D, "this melancholy Province. 8 43 
ing afligned me, my Thoughts fixed upon 9 
the Words I have read, as a 18 = F 
ble: to this: Occaſion F or J could not | 


but 


[- 


” 
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but look upon . Paſſage J have choſen, 
which repreſents the Senſe and Spirit of 
the Holy Apoſtle in a ſtrong and beautiful 
Light, to be alſo a lively Portraiture of 
the pious Sentiments and 1 TE of 
your deceaſed Minifter 0 act 7 a 


St. PETER ne ien Seti in 
the fourth Verſe of this Chapter, of the 
exceeding great and precious Promiſes given 


to Chriſtians in the Goſpel, together with 


the Intent and Deſign of thoſe Promiſes, 
vis. That by them we might be made Par- 
takers of a Divine Nature, baving eſtaped 
the Corruption which is in the World through 
Luft; he takes Occaſion from thence, w 
a moſt ſtrong and cogent Argument, tc 
perſwade the Chriſtians, to whom di * 
writing, to an earneſt Cultivation and Im- 
provement of that virtuous Temper and 
Practice, in which a Divine Nature, or 
the Life of God in the Soul, does emi- 
nently conſiſt. And, further to enforce 


his Argument, he repreſents, on the one 


hand, the Neglect of thoſe Virtues he had 
recommended, as a groſs Reproach upon 
the Chatacter and Profeſſion of a Chriſti- 
an; and, on the other hand, urges the ſe- 
rious Practice of them, and a diligent Pro- 
ficiency in them, as the way to enſure the 
IEG Benefits' to which they were cal - 

A 2 led, 


6 A FUNERAL SERMON on the 
led, the Comforts and Support of the 
Promiſes of God in this World, and the 


Bliſs and Happineſs of the Heavenly 
nn. hereafter. 


THESE Points being matters of the 
utmoſt Concern and Importance, he looked 
on them as abundantly: juſtifying, and 
claiming his greateſt Vieilance, as an A- 
poſtle of Chriſt, in inculcating them fre- 
quently and earneſtly upon the Spirits of 
Chriſtians, tho' they were well acquainted 
with them already, having been inſtruct- 
ed iti them at their entrance upon the 
Profeſſion of the Goſpel, and were eſta- 
bliſhed in the Perſwaſion of them. 
Wherefore, ſays he in the 12th Verſe, I 
will not be neghgent to 2 you always in re- 
membrance of theſe things, though ye know 
fhem and be Rab h ͤin 1 the — Truth, 
Ta, I think it meet, as he proceeds in the 
Text, as long as I am in this Tabernacle, to 


fiir you up, by putting you in Remembrance ; 


knowing that ſhortly I muſt put off this * 
Tae 


THE Words obviouſly offer theſe n. 
Things to our amn 


Firſt, A Charatter, or r Deſcription, of a 
Mine Work and Bufneſi; W - 
| rngElc 


Death of ; Mr. John Archer. 7 
theſe Words, fo ftir you up, by putting. you 


in Remembrance. 


| Secondly, T HE Sentiments, and Diſ- 
pofition, of ſerious Miniſters, in relation to 
their Work; I think it meet, or juſt, as 
the Original has it, as long as J am in this 
Tabernacle, to ſtir you up, &c. 


Thirdly, A ſpecial Motive prompting 
and exciting them to Diligence in the Per- 
formance of their Work: knowing that 
ſhortly I muſt put off this my Tabernacle. 


Firſt, W E have a Miniſter's Work and 
Buſineſs deſcribed in theſe Words, to ftir 
you up, by putting you in Remembrance. A 
ſhort Expreſſion this, but a very ſignifi- 
cant and copious one, including the main, 
and more conſiderable parts of a Mini- 
ſter s ordinary and ſtanding Province, 
both in his publick Miniſtrations, and his 
more private Addreſſes to the Souls of his 
People. He is 70 flir them up. But to 
what? Not to Eagerneſs and Contention 
about matters of doubtful Diſputation 
Not to ſpend their Zeal about the leſs con- 
ſiderable Points of Religion, or external 
Forms, Denominations, and Parties 
Not to a blind and implicit Devotedneſs 
to himſelf — Not to yield up their Un- 
955 derſtandings 


* 


* . 

8 A FPUNRERAIL. SERMON onthe 
derſtandlings or Conſciences, to be go- 
verned by him, or any others, as the Ma- 
ſter of their Faith — But to a ſerious re- 
gard to the Will of God; to a full and 
entire Surrender of themſelves to the Au- 
thority of Chriſt. To recommend to 
. their diligent Search, and impartial Study, 
the Scriptures of divine Inſpiration, as 
the Rule of their Faith and Practice ; * as 
rofitable for Doctrine, for Reproof, * for 
See, for I. nAruftion j in AR ; 
and able to make them wiſe unto Salvation. 
To exhort them to “ hold faſt the Form 
of found Words, AS, upon ſerious Enquiry, 
they find them in the Bible, in Faith and 
Love which is in Chrift Feſus; and not take 
up, in their ſtead, Schemes or Doctrines 
of mere Humane Invention. A Mini- 
ſter's Work is to perſwade his People to 
© have their Converſation as becometh the 
Gofpel of Chrift : * To deny Ungodlineſs, and 
worldly Lufts, and to live ſoberiy, righteouſly, 
and godlily in this preſent World ; being 
zealous of good Works, and abounding in 
the Fruits of Righteouſneſs, which are, 
through Feſus Chriſt, unto the Praiſe and 
Ghery of God : Jo walk worthy of the Grace 
which is brought unto them by the Revela- 
rrp of C briſt Jeſus: 70 reduce the glo- 


Tin. i l 15.16. lim, 4, 13. © Phil. j 27- 
„b e e Phil: I. 11. 1 Pet. i. 1123 


rious 


-Deat of Mr. John Archer, 9 
rious Light, - and clear Diſcoveries of 
Grace and Truth which the Goſpel makes, 
to the purpoſes of Virtue and Holineſs, 
being conformed to the Image of Cbriſt, and 
partaking of a divine Nature. T 32 
ſwade them t give all diligence in adding 
to their Faith Virtue, and to Virtue Know- 
ledge, and to. Knowledge Temperance, - and 
to. Temperance Patience, and to Patience 
Godlineſs, and to Godlineſs Brotherly-kind- 
neſs, and to Brotherly-kindneſs Charity; as 
the Apoſtle's Enumeration is in ſome Verſes 
before the Text. In a word it is fo rouze 
up, as the Expreſſion in the Text proper- 
ly denotes, thoſe - that are ſupine and 
drowſy, to a lively Concern, about their 
ſpiritual and eternal Intereſts :- to quicken 
the ſlothful and negligent to a proper 
Ardour, Zeal and Fruitfulneſs in the Work 
of the Lord: to recover thoſe that? are 
gone off. from the holy Commandment deli ver- 
ed unto them, or haue left their firſt Love : 
i to comfort the feeble-minded, and fuccour 
thoſe that are in Temptation or Affliction. 
This is the principal Scope and Deſign of 
a ſtanding Goſpel-Miniſtry; and this De- 
ſign we are to have in view, and to be 
purſuing through all the Parts of our Mi- 
niſtration; and, according to the Apo- 


2 Pet. ii. 21. h Rev. ii. 4. i Theſ. v. 14. 
ſtle's 


10 A FUNERAL SERMON on the 
ſtle's Expreſſion, as as we are in this 
Tabernacle. To 45 to be directed all 
a Miniſter's publick Labours, and all his 
private Counſels, Admonitions, Exhorta- 
tions and Reproofs, according as Oppor- 
tunities occur, and the Circumſtances or 
Behaviour of particular Perſons render pro- 
per and needful. In this Work he is to 
exerciſe himſelf, to give himſelf to it, and 
to continue inſtant in it. I will add, tho' 
the Text does not directly point out the 
Thought, that this is to be the Scope of 
a Miniſter's private and perſonal Conduct, 
as well as of his Miniſtrations; and he is 
to be ftirring up his People by the Regula- 
rity and Exemplarineſs of his Converſa- 
tion, no leſs than by the Purity of his 
Doctrine. To quicken them to Emula- 
tion by the Brightneſs of his Virtues; to 
take heed to himſelf, for the greater Effica- 
cy and Succeſs of his Miniſtry ; and | be 
an ple to the Believers, in Word, in 
Gonverſation, in Charity, in Spirit, in 
Faith, in Purity. | 4 *¹ 


THIS Deſign the Miniſters of the 
Goſpel are to purſue, according to the 
Specification of the Text, by putting their 
People in Remembrance, Tis indeed a 


*1 Tim. iv. 13, 15, 16. 2 Tim. iv. 2, 5. 1 Tim. iv. 12. 
S, f part 
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part of a Miniſter's: Work, and a funda- 
mental part too 49 inſtruct the Ignorant 
and. Unikilful in the Principles of Reli- 
n, as delivered in the Goſpel, and in 
be Nature, Extent, and Boundaries of 
hriſt ian Duty. But, foraſmuch as the 
great and neceſſary Principles of Religion 
are without much difficulty underſtood, 
eſpecially. by the Light of the Scriptures; 
and as, When the Minds of Men are 
competently. informed in the Truths of 
che Goſpel, relating both to Faith and 
Practice, the principal Work may remain 
ſtill undone, (Dig.) to perſwade their 
Wills, to the Obedience of the F aith, to 
captivate their Affections to the Love of 
Virtue, and engage them to practiſe 
what chey know, As the ordinary Cauſe 
of, Men's doing Evil, eſpecially under the 
clear Light of the Goſpel, is not that 
they do not know,, but that they do not 
attend to, and conſider, and, as 5 Paul, 
expreſſes it n, receive the Loue of the Truth : 
* by reaſon of the bewitching Influence 
of the Things of this World, Men are 
too generally taken off from che Thoughts 
of an unſeen and diſtant Life, and ſo their 
Knowledge becomes of little Significance 
or Efficacy; therefore, the main of a 


m 2 Theſ. ii. 10. 3 PO | 
ict B Mi- 


14141 


#5 A SERMO on the Death of 


Miniſter's ' Banding Work and Buſineſs 
Hes here, to ftir up his People 5 way of 
Remembrance. To be a frequent Monitor 
to them of the Evidence and Certainty of 
the Faich which they profeſs; of the great 
Deſigns of the Doctrine they have learned 
and rrceiveu; of the ſtrict Obligations 
hey are ver, by their 1 the Name 
of Cbein, to depart from Inguity, to 
ae nee Righteouſneſs, and to be 
bund walking in all the Commandments 
and Ordinances of tbe Lord blameleſs. To 
reprefent the Threatnings of che Goſpel 
in all their Awe and Terror, to awaken 
the Careleſs and Secure; and inculcate the 
rich and precious Promiſes of che Goſpel, 
wich the mighty Conſtraints and Engage- 
ments of redeeming Grace, to invite, al- 
ure, and incourage Men to Holineſs. 
To put them in mind of the Arts and 
Devices of the Devil; the Snares and De- 
luſtons of the World; the Hazard and 
Danger of ſenſual Indulgences, and every 
finful Practice; the ſhameful and wretch- 
ed Stare of a Sinner captivated to his — . 
the Reaſonableneſs, the Excellency, the 
Neceſſity of Virtue ; the Peace and Plea- | 
fure that attend the Practice of Holinefs 
in this World, and the Joys and Glories 


n 2 Tim. ii. 19. Luke i. 6. 
9 1 which 
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which are laid op for the good Man in the 

It is, in ſhort, to preſs Religion 
— the Hearts and Conſciences of Men, 
by ſetting forth its Principles in clear Light, 
its Precepts in their proper Strength and 
Moment; that the Truths they know 
and profeſs may have Power to transform 
the Heart, and govern the Life; P that 
they may ſo know. as to lovę, obey and imi: 
tate, the only true God, and Feſus Christ 
whom, He hath 1 whom thus 7 fo n is 
Lyfe n . 1734 

eyes 

| LT. is a very. u 183 from N 
bach been ſaid, that the Office of the Mi- 
niſtry is far from mericing that Diſregard 
and Cantempt, which many in the preſent 
Age are pleaſed to beſtow upon. it. If, 
indeed, there are Men in that Character 
who 28 manifeſtly unſuitable to, and un- 
worthy of the Name they bear; are noto- 
riouſly negligent of the Duties of their 
Station, and che Intereſts of their Peoples 
Souls; or, rather give countenance to 
Vice than incourage Virtue, by the Con- 
trariety of cheir Lives to the Doctrine 
they preach; let them bear the Cenſure 
and the Contempt they deſerve. But the 
Office of the * may be neverthe- 


* John xvii. 3. 
B 2 leſs 


14 A'SERMON' on the Death 
leſs a wile, a good, an ufeful' e 
though there be ſlomewhs! abuſe and — 


ſtitute it to worldly and wicked Purpoſes. 
As a Sheep is not the leſs innocent and 


uſeful, becauſe a Creature of # contrary 
Diſpoſition ſometimes affects to uſe it 
Cloathing for a Diſguiſe; ſo there can be 
no reaſonable Coneſuſion from the Abuſe 
of the Miniſterial Character, that the Of. 
fice it ſelf is hurtful or uſeleſs. On the 
contrary, the Deſign and Buſineſs of the 
Goſpel Miniſtry, which is to promote 
Happineſs in the preſent World in the 
moſt large and — nods manner, as well 
as Mens eternal Happineſs hereafter, 
ſhows it to be a vefy kind and beneficent 


Inſtitution, which calls for devout Grati- 


tude to the Itiſtitutor, and Eſteem and 
Affection, at leaſt *: for their Work's" ſake, 
to thoſe-who act 4wvorthily in that- Office, 


and Nel Ohetseise' in ene y 


3 7 


ER BUT 1 go on 7 the Confideration of 


mm 3 1373 
& 


LIT 3 2411 Ts r 7 | 
8 BG ON D Point chat lies in vin y Text 
r The Sentiments, and Diſpoſition, -of 


-ferious Miniſters 1 in relation to their Work. 
IT think it meet, as long as T am in this Ta- 


bernacle, to flir you up, by putting you in 
9 1 Theſ. V. 13. 


Re- 


\the Rev: Mer: John Archer. 15 
Remembrance, The Apoſtle here vety 
plainly expreſſes a Hrung Senſe of the Im- 
portance of His Work. and the Obliga- 
tions he was under to purſue it diligent- 
ly. Tis as tb he had ſaid; I look 
* upon is as the moſt excellent Service 1 
can imploy myſelf in, and asl that to 
<« which my Life "ought to be devoted. 
„I ſhould not live to the Ea A 
« ſes of living, nor fulfil 
“ ments under which I lie, if I aid Rr 
* ſpend my Life in rhis manner. It be- 
1 comes me, yea, it is indiſpenſibiy incum- 

bent on me, to be vigrlant and conſtant 
«in ſuch Services as theſe.” St. Phul ex- 
preſſes his Senſe of ⁊his Matter to tlie fame 
general Effect, though in ſtronger Terms. 
Spang I preach-the Egſpel, I have no- 
bing to glory ; for-Neceſſity is laid upon 
me 5! yea, Wo 1s unto. me if I preach not the 
Goſpel. For if. T dg this thing” weilingly,. 1 
have a Reward : but, if againſt my Will, 


a Diſpenſation 2 Woe 6 ts Are un- 
mo al 5771 


5 


A N D theſs Words e 5 Senti- 
ments of ſerious Miniſters in general, no 
leſs than che of the Apoſtles. They con- 
ſider their ene as a Ne of ert 


'r 1 Cor. ix. 16, 17. 


Ob- 


16 A\SBRMON on the Death of 
Obligation; ab a Point of Juſtice, from 
the — of which nothing can dif 
charge them, but that which diſſolves the 
Relation in which [they . -More: you 
W * 

HRV lack u on it a8 4 Debt as 
4 their Lord and Maſer; to the 
Sault of their People; to the Honour of 
their Character; r to ) their own Sous,” 

On 32 Di WTF 
: THEY make i it as a Debt ominje te to 
their Lord and Maſter, that they be dili- 
gent and conſtant in the Performance of 
their Wark. A ſerious Miniſter looks 
_ himſelf as a Servant of Chriſt in 
a ſpecial Capacity; acting as a Steward in 
his Family, by Virtue of his A dint- 
ment; and conſequently under ſpecial 

Obligations to conſult the Honour, to re- 
gard the Mill, and conduct himſelf in the 
ſeveral Parts of his Office, with a ſteddy 
uniform Reſpect to the Authority and Inte- 
re of his Lord. Conſidering the Mini- 
ſtry he has taken upon him as a Truſt de- 
poluedin his Hands; and the Talents and 
Abilities he is poſſeſt of, not as his own 
Property, which he may imploy or diſ- 
poſe of as he pleaſes, but rather as Chriſt s; 
and * that it is required in Steu- 


1 Cor. iv. 2. 


35 | ards 


the Revi. Mr John Archer, 17 
ards that a Man be found faithful, he lays 
Himſelf out in the Service of his Lord, 
and makes it his great Endeavour to ap- 
;rove himſelf to him. He looks upon 
Breach of Truſt as a Sin of no ordinary 
Size; as an Injuſtice, than which ſcarce 
any can be conceived more black and cri- 
minal: and abhors the Baſeneſs of viola- 
ting his Fidelity to Chriſt, of betrayin 
his Intereſt, lighting che Province Fro rs 
undertaken to act in, or ſeeking hi 
Things, rather than theſe may are Ii 
eit n 0 


401 N. He looks vpbnn "ie a Har 
be owes to the Souls of his People. Eve- 
ry Man is bound by the common Laws of 
Humanity to conſult the Intereſt of Man- 
kind in general. Univerſal Benevolence 
is a Law deeply founded in the very Make 
of our Nature; and an Obligation plain- 
Ix teſulting from the Original Conſtitu- 

tion of the common Parent of Mankind; 
who, by making of one Blood all N- 
tions of Men to dwell on the Pate of the 
whole: Earth, hath ſignified the Regard 
and Concern every one'ought to have for 
the whole Species; and that it is but 2 
Debt we owe to the Nature we partake of 


* Phil fü. . Ads xvii. 26. 


eo 


18 * on the Dem, of 


©o, be kindly affeRtioned- 10. all chat, ſhare 

in .,.Iit. .: Chriſtianity: does yet further 
ſtrengthen this Obligation, inforcing the 
Duty chat reſults from che Make of our 
ature. by Fa additignal Arguments, 
and tying the, Bond faſter, and cloſer upon 
us... But the Relation in Which a Miniſter 
Gangs RA People, is ſuch as infers a more 
55 Ears. and xequires, a more 
ea and; tender Concern to ſerve their 
8755 RIGA promote their, Happineſs. 

This o ſideration. has a ſtrong and deep 
Impreſſion upon the Heart of a pious Mi- 
niſter; and puts Life and Earneſineſi in- 


oth hel eay.ours,' . anſwer the Deſigns 
Kg 


ation he bears, to bis, People; 
, attain the Ends of it and phprove, his 
Fid 1855 40 4 5 \ Gonſetences, as well, 36 
to G us. a 1 15931144 Leto At nis 
> ah £5113. i Dobel vine v. 
| Moe ip Ache Miniſter 
of Chriſt eſteems it a due Regard to the 
Honour, of bis Ghergdr to be diligent and 
nt in the Performance of his Work. 
This was an Argument of no little Impor- 
dance with; St. Paul, and dhe other, Apoſtles 
of) Gur Lord. e then, ſays be, 4: 
Warkers; rogetber. with God give. no, Of 
ence in any thing,” that the Miniiry be not 


W 2 Cor. 1 IV. 2. 8 To * 2 Cor. vi. Iz 3, 4. EIT h ' 
0? | . blamed : 


W7 Pw - 


9 Ry” TW 
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the'Rev?, Mr. John Archer. 19 
blamed : but in all things approve ourſelves 
as the Miniſters of Gad. As the Efficacy 
and Sitceſs of the Miniſterial Office de- 
2 very much upon the Reputation it 

ain the World; and the greater part 
of Mankind have not, either Judgment, 
or Honefty enough to make proper Di- 
ſtinctions; but are apt to cenſure and 
diſlike the CHaracter fo the Faults of 
thoſe that wear it; a faithful Miniſter of 
Chriſt looks upon | himſelf as mightily 
concerned to ſupport the Honour of his 
Profeſſion, and increaſe: its Eferm and 
Uefulneſ: among Men, by being b1m/elf 
an Ornament to it. I” 3 tif 415 | 


| Laſtly, A ſeridus Miniſter: of the Goſ- 
pel, conſiders it as a Debt he owes to bis 
own Soul, to be vigilant and conſtant in the 
Diſcharge of his Miniſtry. He looks for- 
ward to that awful Day ?! when the: great 


Shepherd ſball\appear; when the Judge of 


the World ſhall come, 0 render to every one 
according to bis Works. * 'Tis, compara- 
tively, but 4 ſinail thing, in his Account, 
to be judged by Man's Judgment, (tho he 
is deſirous to recommend himſelf to Men 
too, as far as it may be done conſiſtently 
wich due regard to God and Conſcience, 


| Ty 
Y Pet. v. 4. | 1 Cor: iv. 354 f 
GC that 
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that he may be capable of the more ex- 
tenſive Uſefulneſs) knowing that he phy 
1s to judge bim it the Lord; and tis the 
Sentence of hi, Suprram and Impartiat 
Judge he principally regards. He dreads 
to be counted negligent and unfaithful by 
Him, who knows perfectly well how to 
diſtinguiſh between Pretence and Reality, 
and the Conſequences of whoſe judg- 
ment will be of unſpeakable Importance. 
And, that he may; at leaſt, deliver his 
oor Soul in the Day of trial, and receive 
the Reward of a ge and faithful der- 
vant in the joy of 15" Lord, he applies 
himſelf in earneſt to the Work «that is 
incumbent on him, and purſues it with 


Conſtancy, amidſt all the — «nd 
n 'thas FR in his Way: 


F ROM n hid: thin Aiſcourked-on! 
chir Argument, tis natural to infer, That 
the Lives of able and ;farthful Miniſters are 
highly to be deſired, and their Death to 
be greatly lamented. Such as have both 
Inclination and Ability to do excellent Ser- 
vice; whoſe Hearts are in their Work; 
who/ are ready to lay themſelves out for 
the Intereſt of Religion, and the Happi- 
neis of Men; who make Conſcience of 


Exc k. xiv. 14. Mat. xxv. 21. 


their 


"tbe Nei. Mr. John Archer. 21 


their Office; regarding the Duties more 
than the Powers and Emoluments of it; 
and e watch for Souls as thoſe that muſt 

ive an Account: ſuch who, like the A- 
poſtle in my Text, eſteem. it a point of 
Fuſtice, as long as they are in this Taberna- 
cle, to ſtir up their People by ay of Re- 
membrunce; and count nothing. dear. to 
them, ſo they may finiſh their Courſe with 
Joy, apptove themſelves to their Lord, 
and ſerve the moſt valuable Intereſts of 
Men; (Miniſtets, 1 /ay, who are thus af- 
fected to their Work, and thus proſecute it) 
their Lives are to be eſteemed u ordinary 
Bleſſing to the World, their Death, no 


ſinall or inconfigerable, Loſs. Their Buſi- 


neſs being of ſuch a Nature as the Text 
— it; the Condition of Mankind 
being ſuch as to ſtand in great need of the 
Service to which they are 2 * 
who have à proper Sen(@ of the Im 

tance of Religion, and Wiſdom to 25 
the Value of Souls, will make the 2 
of vigilant. conſcientious Miniſters! the 
Matter of their earneſt Deſire and-Prayen, 
and ſeriouſly lament their Dearb. — ape I 
80 on to the WOES. , 


{1 * 


- 


-T HIRD General Point err in 
che Text, viz. A ſpecial Motive prompt- 


* Heb. xiii. 17. 4 Acts xx. 24. 
C 2 ing 
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ing and quickening the Apoſtle; and all 
ſucceeding Miniſters, who are of ::fe'Spirit 
with bim, to diligence and earneſtneſs'in 
the Performance of their Work. Know- 
ing thut ſhortly I muſt put off this my Ta- 
bernacle. Whether St. Peter had an im- 
mediate Revelation from Heaven, to certi- 
fy him that he was quickly to leave this 
World; as ſome of the moſt ancient Fa- 
thers tell us he had: or whether, when 
he ſays he &naw- it by Cbriſt's ſbewing it 
him, he refers to the Diſcourſe which 
paſt between our Lord and him, a little 

— Chriſt's Aſcenſion :; gathering from 
thence, that he was to die before the De- 
firuftion of the Jewiſh Nation; which 
Deſtruction he toreſaw was not far off, 
by the Appearance of ſome of the Fore- 
runners and Prognoſticks of it which 
Chriſt had ſpecified: Whether he knew: it, 
J ſay, by immedlute Revelation; or inferred 
it from Circumſtances; it is not very mate- 
tial to inquire. If we ſuppoſe him to 
ſpeak from a certain infallible Knowledge 
that his End was near; as I incline to in- 
zerpret thoſe Words even as our Lord Jeſus 
Chrift hath ſhewed me; in which Senſe; 
thoſe who come after him in the ordinary 


- ſtanding Work of the Goſpel cannot ſay, 
FA * John xxi. 18, c. 


i they | 
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| know they muſt ſbortly put off tbis their 
— 2 _ —— — Repreſenta- 
tion of the preſent State of human Lite, 
which the Text gives us under the Notion | 
of a Tabernacle, which is no Hrong or du- 
rable Building; not intended for a perma- 
nat or long Habitation; but frail, eaſily 


1 —— ww” FW. 


8 taken down, ſoon to be removed; we are 
; naturally led to this Thought, that it will 
1 not be long before our Power of miniſtting 
t to the Cauſe of Chriſt, our Opportunities 
5 of ſerving the Intereſt of Mens Souls, 
e will come to an end. And there is yet 
n more ſpecial ground for ſuch an Appre- 
— henſion, if at any time we feel the Ta- 
h bernacle oc d by acute Diftempers, or 
j tottering and finking by waſting Infirmi- 
* ties, and ſenfible Decays; if we find 
* Death working in our Bodies, and gradu- 
t, ally undermining our Frame; if we ate 
4 attack d by obſtinate Diſeaſes, which yield 
- to no human Skill and Application, or 
0 our Strength be impaired by the Advance 
8 of Age, and Nature ſcarce able to fi. 
— Aain its own Weight: we have abundant 
ts Reaſon, in ſuch Caſes, to conclude, that 
8 we muſt fhortly put off this our Taberna- 
25 Nannen e222 N rere 
$ AND to a Perſon who is poſſeſſed 

with a fincere Concern for the Honour of 
y FRO | God, 
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God, and a ſerious Deſire to be uſeful in 
the World; to improve his Life well, and 
to cliſe it with Peace and Satisfaction, 
this Confideration is a Very: cogent Motrve 
to exert himſelf earneſtiy in the Services 
of his Station. Thus it was to our Bleſſed: 
Lord. I muſt work the Works of bim that 
ſent me, ſays he, while it is Day: the Night 
cometh, in which no Man can work, A ſe- 
rious Miniſter of Chriſt, in like manner, 
is mightily excited by the) ſame Conſidera- | 
tion. When he thinks of the Greatneſs, 
Importance and Obligations of his Work; 
— that probably it will be but a very lit- 
tle while; that certainly it cannot be 2 
long, before his Mouth will be ſtopped 
with Duſt, his I. ips cloſed in the Land of 
Darkneſs and Silence: eſpecially, when 
this Thought is yet more ftrongly impreſſed 
upon his Spirit by the Experience of bodi- 
ly-Iofirmities, and decaying Nature; it 
nouſes all his Zeal and Reſolution; inſpires 
him with a more ardent Concern to ful- 
fil\the Work he has to do; to make. full 
Proof of his Miniftry.;; and, if he is able, 
any means, to awaken'a. proper Senſe 
of: Religion in the Souls of Men. When 
he apprehends himſelf to have but a hort 
time to my he 1 18 defirous to live much 1 in 
John i. 4. 1 


Nie 


%* 


that 
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that little time, improving it to the moſt 


valuable and excellent Purpoſes.” He looks 
upon Life as of little worth, but for the 
fake of doing Good; and is the more vi- 
gilant in ſeizing Opportunities, and more 
carne in the Improvement of them, the 
fooner he apprebends them likely“ ch be 
at an end. He conſiders the Work to 
which be eis called, as well deſerving all 
his Zeal and Powers ; and counts not. hrs 
Liſe dear unto 1 fo that he muy finiſh 
his Courſe "with Joy, and the Miniſtry be 
has reccived of the Lord Jeſus Cbrif, to 
teſtify on G w_ of the Grace * Gad. 


AND if che Uncertaine aint Shortneſs 
of Life be an Argument very juſtly exciting 
Miniſters to Seriouſneſs and Diligence in 
their Miniſtry, is it not equally'a Motive 
to their Peop Late Should it not be laid 
to Heart * them too, as a mighty Per- 
ſwaſive to a faithful and earneſt fore 


ment of the Time of Life, and the La- 


bours bo are over' them” in'the Lord, 
and-whitch for their Souls? If we muſt all 
ere long put off this Tabernacle, and Mi- 
niſters preach no more, nor their People 
hear any more; how highly does it im- 


port us to cheriſh and — this 


t 1 Theſ. v. 12. 
nec Thought: 


. 
10 
f 
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Thought to give it its proper — 
and Influence; and have our Spirits ſo 
Mectually brought under the Power of it, 
as earneſtly to lay hold on preſent Oppor- 


tunities, and, * whatſoever aur Hand finds 


10 do, do it with our Might ? By this Means 
we ſhall be ready to Put off - our Taberna- 
cle, whenever it is che Will of God to re- 
move us; we ſhall. have. Hope and Confi- 
denos in our Death; * knowing that if this 
earthly Houſe of our Tabernack is diſſolved, 
we have. 4 Building , God, an Houſe nat 
made with Hands, lena in te umu. 


1 H AVE dane — my Text; i 
cannot conclude without paying Honour 
to the Memory of that worthy Man, whoſe 
2 this Diſeourſe. So great, 
indeed, were his Acgompliſhments, that l 
will not pretend to ſay of him 4d that he 
deſerved ; and ſo well known; that, if I 
aimed. only at puhliſhing his Fame; I 
might as well ſpare this Labour. But ta 
ſay. nothing would be, in ſome ſort, a 
Bas to Virtue and . as n. as ta 

im. | | | 


H I 8. nd Abilities were 1 cha 
erdinary Size; by which Means he way 


h Feel. 1 IX. 10. i 2 Cox. v. 1. 


capacitated 


H- 3 
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capacitated for uncommon Proficiency in 
any parts of Knowledge or Literature he 
would apply himſelf to. And his Thir/t 
after Knowledge was ſo ſtrong and vebe- 
ment, that he thought no Labour or Ap- 
plication too great in the Purſuit of it. 
And by the Help of a quick Apptehen- 
fion, a folid Judgment, and a faithful Me- 
mory; together wich hard Study, and 
chje Application to Books, he attained 
an extraordinary Stock of valuable Fur- 
niture, and made himſelf 'acquainted with 
almoſt all the more confuderabl and v/eful 
parts of Learning, sn. 


* * * . 


AS” for his Faith, it was truly Prote- 
tant. The Scriptures of Divine Inſpira- 
tion were the Foundation and the Rule of 
if: nor would he permit any humane Au- 
thority to determine his Sentiments or his 
Practice in Matters of Religion. He was 
far from being! a/hamed of the Goſpel of 
Chriſt ; - judging it, upon the moſt fri? 
'mpartial Jaqoiry, to be the Wiſdom 
and Power of God unto Salvation to every 
one that believeth | and Rrenucufly aſſerted 
and vindicared it on all Occaſions, from a 


firong Conviction, both of irs Divine Au- 


eber in general, and of the Reaſonable- 


* Rom; i. 16, 1 Cor. i, 18, 24. | 
lee ; D neſs 
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Wh neſs and Wiſdom of the peculiar Doctrines 
. 2 928 * a » . kai 
10 and Inſtitutions of it; tho, in the pre- 


11 ſent Age, it is become faſbionable to diſpute 
| _— and reject them. g 1 1 ltr. 


HE was of a moſt large and Catholick 
Spirit; and laid but little ſtreſs upon doubt- 
ful and controverted Points in Religion. 
Looking upon the Liberty of private 
Judgment to be every one's Right both as 
a Man and as a Chriſtian, he could eaſily 
permit others to differ from him in their 
Senſe of Things, without breach of Cha- 
rity; and never thought of any other way 
of convincing or par an >. rational Crea- 


tures, but that of Ligbt and Evidence. 
THOUGH he had che ung Cha- 


rity, he would not complimeut away any 
Truth; nor did he want Zeal for the De- 
* fenſe quit. ee eee n end 
well. governed i Which, as it did 
nor ſpend itſelf u on lſer Points, ſo, when-, 
ever it engaged him in the Vindication of 
greater Ones, it never exceeded the Bounds 
of Decency ; never, tranſported him be- 


yond the Chriſtian, nor the Gentleman. 
A ani eo 0306 ES TOP I ITELEL 
* E had a great Command of his own. 


Spirit, either through a natural Calm and 
Sweetneſs of Temper, or the Aſſiſtance of 
{ Philoſophy 
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Philoſopy and Religion: ſo that thoſe 
who were intimately acquainted with him 
could ſeldom perceive, without carefully 
obſerving his Countenance, any Emo- 


tions of Reſentment upon Occaſions of 
Diſguſt. | | 


HE was a Man of great Sincerity, who 
ever meant what he ſaid, and abhorred 
all Arts of Diſſimulation, Flattery and 
Falſhood. Truth was ever regarded by 
him as a /acred Thing: and, for this Rea- 
ſon, he could by no means approve of 
thoſe exceſſive Strains of Complaiſance, 
which paſs ſo current in the preſent 
Age for good Manners ; and which, he 
that knows not how to allow himſelf to 
make uſe of, is look'd upon to be an 2//- 
bred Perſon, who knows very little of the 
World, and is unfit for Converſation. 
This Vice of the Age he detefted ; and fre- 
quently lamented it as a Sign of great 
Corruption, and the way to greater. 


"| THOUGH he ordinarily phate but 
little, yet what he ſaid was much to the 
Purpoſe: and it was not for want of Fur- 
niture that he talked little; (all that had 
the Happineſs of his Acquaintance, know 
him to have been a Man admirably quali- 
fied to diſcourſe on almoſt any Subject 

| D 2 that 
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that:occurret] in Converſation) but from a 
natural Modeſty, which was, in a manner, 
invincible ; and, which, diſcovered icſelf, 
not in this only, but in ae other ways: 


"HIS Humility was not leſs remark- 
able than any other of his Accompliſh 
ments. In the midſt of ſo many uncom- 
mon Abilities. there appeared no Signs of 
Vanity or Conceitedneſs: and when all 
that knew him were very ſenſible of his 
Excellencies, and highly eſteemed him, 
be alone ſeemed not to be e wh 
bis own Worth. 
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AND Le made 3 appear with 
the brighter and more amiable Luſtre was 
a remarkable Prudence. This /et o off. his 
other Accompliſhments to the . higheſt 
Advantage, like a Diamond in Gold; and 
ſecured him a conſtant and encreafing Re- 
2 as indeed it was a anne of 


PT” 


to move. He had ſtudied: Men as well as 
Bocks ; and by a w/e and diſcreet Behaviour 
gained. untverſel Eſteem; and euer kept 
Poſſeſſion of the F riendſhip of thoſe iy 
SET I he s once 1 4 
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As for bis Miniſterial Labours, the ge- 
neral Acceptance they met with in the 
World; the high Value that was ſet upon 
them by the aſt able Judges; che gene- 
raus Incouragement given him for a long 
Courſe of Vears; and many ſpecial In- 
ances of Friendſhip he received as alſo 
the. general Concern and Regret ſhown at 
his Death, ſufficiently ſpeak their Praiſe. 
His Diſcourſes were ſolid and judicious ; 
bis Sentiments juſt ;. his Reaſoning clear 
and ftrong, He had an ON of con- 
veying. his Senſe to the Minds. of his 
Hearers, and Fung the Subject he was 
upon in a Fain and full Light. As the 

reat Deſign of the Goſpel is to form tbe 
mage of God in the Souls of Men, con- 
fiſting in Knowledge, a ee and 
true Holineſs, or to promote the Practice 
of Virtue in the World, this was the con- 
ant Scope of bis Miniſtrations. His 
Diſcourſes were calculated, not to ſupport 
Zeal for particular Opinions ; not to ſerve 
the Intereſt of any Party or Denomination 
as ſuch; but to carry on the Cauſe: of 
real. Religion, by teaching Men to live ſober- 
15 rigbreouſiy, and godlily in the IVarld. 
n ſhort, the 2verghtzer Matters of the 
Law were the Subjects he generally in- 
ſiſted upon; which he opened with admi- 


rable 
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rable Perſpicuity, and inforced with the 
moſt ' cogent Argu ments of Natural Reli- 
gion and Revelation. And that his Heart 
was in his Work, appears from the great 
Difficulty with whi ich' he was, af length, 
revailed upon, after many Solicitations of 
oh Friends, to imtermit his ſtated Labours; 
when, thro” Pains and Infirmity, he was 


become; indeed, very unfit to continue 
chem. S 


AND; as it was the hfiſtini Care of 
his Life 10 27 the Miniſtry he had under- 
taken, and 10 adorn the Biene of Chriſt 
which he preached in all Thing; ſo at 
the Approach of his End, and Shed he 
bad the Sentence of Death in himſelf, he 
felt that Serenity and Pleaſure which is 
the Fruit of Integrity ſupporting and - 
viving his Soul. Hit 'rejoycing was | this, 
eden the T. tr A "bis 4 onfrience, tha? in 
455 505 + ly Smcerity, not with 

e 4 5 the "Grace o God, he 
505 Jas his nfs inthe World; and 

more abundantly to you-ward. As the A- 
poſtle Paul ſpeaks to the Corinthians l. 
This ſur ported his Spirit under the heavy 
Trial of tedious and violent Pains. When 
bis . ſunk under che Weight of a Rel 


1 Cor. i. 120 2j} 4: | 
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Diſtemper, which no Endeavours of hu- 
mane Art could remove, nor, indeed, in 
any conſiderable Degree, alleviate, bis 
Soul was kept {till erect and ſtrong. His 
Faith and Hope in God were bright and 
ſteddy. He had built them on a Founda- 
tion ſo firm and ſolid, that no Shocks of 
Adverſity were able to overthrow them. 
Not the leaſt Cloud appeared upon his 
Mind; not the ſeaſt Fear diſturbed the 
Compoſure of his Soul. He diſcovered 
an admirable height of Chriſtian Forti- 
tude, in enduring a long Succeſſion of 
racking Pains with an unbroken Spirit. He 
knew that, if this earthly Houſe of his Tas» 
bernacle were diſſolved, he ſhould have a 
Building of God, ' an Houſe not made with 
Hands eternal in the Heavens: and, with 
the Apoſtle, groaned earneftly, not to be un- 
cloathed, but cloathed upon, that Mortality 
might be ſwallowed up of Life. Not that he 
was impatient of living through the un- 
common Trials he underwear, | or unwil- 
ling to leave the Diſpoſal of Life and 
Death to Him who is Lord of both; (for 
if his Pains extorted Groans or Sighs, they 
could never extort a Murmur':) but he 
look d upon his Work as done, and ſo 
waited and longed for his Diſmiſſion; and 
was glad, as he expreſſed himſelf to thoſe 
that were about him, to be within fight of 


Home. 
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Home: Hewas: n 
the Approach of Death, in all the gra- 
dual Sy ymptom duns of it; Und d received it wich A 
theiCoorapge! hat Conſtaniey of a Chri 72 
an Hum; and, with the moſt ' aflired 
Hope band ſettled Confidence, yielded up 
His Spirit into the Hand of God, in expec- 


tation of the Appearuner of the great Shep- 


berd when thoſe © who! have faithfully 
watched over his Flock, 6 ſerved his 
Intereſt, i 8 N Wy 
ber faduth nor away. AQHA ed 
20 i502 Fei 3 1 
TH US tived; thus dec d nes | 
Hr Mr ueber: wo, in Whatever Vie | 


be conſider d, whether as à Scholar, 2 


abe 


Cbriftion a Miniſter, an Hunand) a Frient: 


was a Man of fuperlative Wörth and Ex- 


cellen ey? His Memory will lioc, and be 


pfecivus. Eis Name in be eyer men. 
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MAV God ſupport boſewhe 4e ff 


_ _ Intimniately | afReRtd with2his awful Viſlta- 
| tion; and enable a5 all ts tread in the 


of his Piety and Virtue; chat 1 
allo may cloſeout Eyes pon this World 


witch * Peace and Hope which att. 


Hi, Death, and wih bin artelgef che 0% 


of our Lord thro houteverlaſting A 2 
„ 1 Pet. v.44. * 9 11 e 125 
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